Ratification of Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety by India
The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, the first international regulatory framework for safe transfer, handling and use of Living Modified Organisms (LMOs) was negotiated under the aegis of the Convention on Biological Diversity.

The protocol offers a number of tools for promoting biosafety. It incorporates the use of Precautionary Principle, the application of Advance Informed Agreement, Procedure for import of LMOs, Risk Assessment and Risk Management Framework, Capacity Building, Public Awareness and exchange of scientific and technical information on LMOs through a Biosafety Clearing House Mechanism.

The protocol was adopted on 29th January 2000. This protocol has been signed by 103 countries (except USA). The Cabinet (GoI) approved the proposal and India signed the Biosafety Protocol on 23rd January 2001. The Cabinet has approved the ratification of the protocol on 5th September, 2002. The instrument for ratification has been deposited in the UN depositary on 17th January 2003. India is now a party to the protocol. So far, 40 countries have ratified the protocol. The Protocol will come into force on the 90th day after the date of deposit of the fiftieth instrument for ratification by countries that are Parties to the Convention.The full text can be browsed at 
URL: http://envfor.nic.in.


