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REVISED OFFICE MEMORANDUM

New Procedure for Commercial Release of Bt Cotton Hybrids Expressing
Approved Events

The Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India, New Delhi under the ‘Rules
for Manufacture, Use, Import, Export and Storage of Hazardous Micro Organisms/
Genetically Engineered Organisms or Cells, 1989 (the Rules, 1989)" notified under the
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, is concerned with the environmental release of
genetically modified organisms and products thereof in the territory of India.

The Genetic Engineering Approval Committee (GEAC) established under Rule 4 of ‘the Rules,
1989’ has adopted ‘event based approval mechanism (EBAM) in respect of Bt cotton hybrids
expressing approved events in its meeting held on 2.4.2008 and subsequently a new
procedure under the EBAM was adopted by the GEAC in its meeting held on 14.1.2009. In
accordance with the decision taken therein, the following new procedure shall be made
applicable in respect of Bt cotton hybrids expressing approved events. Other details
pertaining to the above subject-matter are given as under:

1. Scope and Application: The ‘event based approval mechanism’ shall be applicable
for Bt cotton hybrids expressing four events namely; cry ZAc (MON 531 event), ¢ry 1 Acand
cry 2 Ab (MON 15985 Event), (cry 1 Ab + cry Ac) GFM” and cry 1 Ac (Event 1). The new
procedure shall be applicable only after the event completes three seasons of commercial
cultivation.

s Composition of the Standing Committee: In accordance with the decision taken
by the GEAC, a ‘Standing Committee’ will be constituted by the Ministry of Environment and
Forests and serviced by the Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and
Technology with the following composition:

S.No. | Name and Designation of Experts Designation in the
Standing Committee
1. Dr. P. Balasubramanian, Director, Centre for Plant | Chairman
Molecular Biology, TNAU, Coimbatore.
2. Dr. D. Monga, Head, Regional Station, Central | Member

Institute of Cotton Research, Sirsa, Haryana.

8 Dr. K. R. Kranthi, Principal Scientist, CICR, Nagpur Member

4, Dr. N. Gopalakrishnan, Project Coordinator, All India | Member







